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About VitalSigns 
VitalSigns is a report card on the vitality of the nation. It grades twelve key issue areas that 

affect the quality of life of those who live, work, play and learn in Ireland.  

Ireland’s VitalSigns 2013 is a multi-dimensional report that reflects: 

 Public perception 

 Factual data  

 Community leaders’ perceptions 

 

Capturing both hard facts and lived experience, Ireland’s VitalSigns 2013 tells a more 

nuanced and complete story of Ireland’s vitality than ever before. The better we understand 

our communities, the better equipped we are to make decisions and take action to improve 

them. 

Ireland’s VitalSigns 2013 tells us what makes Ireland vibrant and what we have to celebrate. 

The report also highlights a number of gaps and challenges that we are facing. Identifying 

our weaknesses provides us with an opportunity to create change and have a positive 

impact.  

How to use this report:  

Pass it on:  

Knowledge is power. Empower your friends, family, colleagues or students by sharing 

Ireland’s VitalSigns 2013. 

Start conversations: 

Reflect on the findings of the report by having discussions about it.  

Take action: 

Take steps, big or small, to rectify the problems you feel moved by.  
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Message from the Chairperson and Chief Executive of The 

Community Foundation for Ireland 
 

In recent years a global movement on wellbeing has been developing, led by Canada, which 

aims to encourage social change and empower citizens. Research indicates that compiling 

measures of wellbeing can help governments focus on what matters to people as well as 

informing community and voluntary organizations, businesses and individuals. 

The Community Foundation for Ireland was established in 2000 and makes grants on behalf 

of donors – to date over €12m has been distributed to community and voluntary groups 

throughout Ireland. The Foundation aims to strengthen communities through insightful 

grantmaking, thoughtfully caring for the assets entrusted to us, building a long-term 

endowed fund and effective community leadership.  

It is with our community leadership role in mind that we decided to bring VitalSigns to 

Ireland.  VitalSigns originated in The Toronto Community Foundation a decade ago and has 

since developed into a national initiative across Canada and is spreading to other countries, 

including the United States and the United Kingdom. In essence, VitalSigns is a scorecard on 

how Ireland is doing across the main social indicators which impact on our citizens’ daily 

lives and determine the quality of life in our communities. Using the methodology 

developed in Canada, the report is informed by three sources – published reports, 

community leader consultations and a community survey. Throughout September and 

October 2012, over 1,000 adults living in Ireland responded to our request to take the heart-

beat of the nation by participating in our online Citizens’ Survey.  

So what did they say and what does VitalSigns 2013 tell us? 

VitalSigns tell us that in terms of overall satisfaction with life in Ireland we score a C+ - not a 

bad score, but clearly no room for complacency. It tells us that notwithstanding the harsh 

recession, which is biting in so many ways in terms of the availability of services and 

supports, people in Ireland are still passionate about learning and investing in the next 

generation. Education indicators (ranging from the overall quality of the education system 

and literacy levels through to libraries and reading and universities and third level 
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education) accounted for 8 out of the top 10 most important issues overall. The home life of 

children and young people and air quality were the other 2 issues which featured in the top 

ten.  

It tells us where people are most satisfied - with Arts & Culture ranking highest, and least 

happy - with Health & Wellbeing achieving the lowest ranking.  

We hope that VitalSigns prompts a debate about how we are doing and that people and 

institutions will also identify ways to make improvements. For our part, The Community 

Foundation for Ireland will use the feedback from VitalSigns to inform our strategy for the 

next three years and to focus our grant making where it can achieve the most impact. The 

Community Foundation for Ireland has been connecting people who care with causes that 

matter for twelve years and will continue to do so with the guidance of Ireland’s VitalSigns.  

Tina Roche                                             Louis Fitzgerald 
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Methodology  
In the beginning  

VitalSigns was conceived by The Toronto Community Foundation in 2001. It has since 

developed into a national initiative co-ordinated by The Community Foundations of Canada. 

Over 30 Canadian Community Foundations have been involved; 14 Canadian Community 

Foundations launched VitalSigns reports in November 2012.  

On an international scale the VitalSigns of Brazil, Australia and the United States 

(Pennsylvania) have been taken. VitalSigns reports are being developed in the United 

Kingdom and Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

Data collection 

Factual data was gathered on 12 key issue areas that impact quality of life:  

 Arts and culture 

 Health and wellbeing 

 Learning 

 Strong communities- civic and community engagement 

 Children and young people 

 Older people 

 An inclusive society 

 Getting around 

 Environment 

 Safety 

 Work, equality and financial wellbeing  

 Housing 

What makes eligible data? 

 Timely: data had to be recent to within the last six years. 

 Comparable: the data had to be contextualised by cross-country comparisons or 

trending over time. 

 Well sourced: only reliable and respected sources were used.  

 Total population relevancy: topics that affect a broad sphere of the population were 

selected.  
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 Public priority: issues considered important by respondents to The Citizens’ Survey 

were more likely to be included.  

 

Community Leader Consultation 

Community leaders in each of the 12 key issue areas were identified and approached to help 

us accurately reflect and better understand the key issue areas.  

Citizens’ Survey 

In September/October 2012 over 1,000 people responded to our request to take the 

heartbeat of the nation and took the Citizens’ Survey. The people of Ireland gave extensive 

feedback; over 600 completed the survey and respondents left nearly 7,000 comments.  

The grades you see throughout the report have been assigned by the survey participants. 

The ‘Citizens’ Priorities’ are the issues people rated most important to them, selected from a 

list of options in each key issue area. 

Characteristics of respondents compared to the Irish population 

Provence Survey respondents 

% 

Populationi % Difference 

Leinster 66.39 54.60 +11.79% 

Munster 18.32 27.15 -8.83% 

Connacht 11.09 11.83 -0.74% 

Ulster 4.20 6.42 -2.22 

 

Grading key 

Key issue areas are graded from an A to an F. 

A Excellent, stay the course 

B Good, but some improvements could be made 

C Average performance, suggest additional effort should be made to address these issues 
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D Below average performance, additional work is required 

F Failure, immediate action is crucialii 
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Grading overview 
When asked how satisfied you are with life in Ireland people ranked Ireland:  

C+ 

 

 Satisfaction rating  

The following are the grades assigned by the public in the Citizens’ Survey 

Arts and culture B- 

 

Education and learning C+ 

 

Safety C+ 

 

Strong communities- civic and community 

engagement 

C+ 

Environment C+ 

 

Getting around C+ 

 

Children and young people C+ 

 

Older people C+ 

 

Leadership and belonging C 
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Work, equality and financial wellbeing C- 

 

Housing C- 

 

Health and wellbeing C- 

 

 

Citizens’ priority areas 

What is most important to the people of Ireland?  

The key issue areas that people indicated were of greatest importance to them were:  

1. Education and learning  

2. Children and young people 

3. Environment 

 

The Respondents to the Citizens’ Survey reported the following issues as being the top ten 

most important issues to them out of 119 options: 

1. The quality of the education system  

2. Literacy levels 

3. Universities and third level education 

4. Early childhood development  

5. Libraries and reading  

6. Air quality  

7. Numeracy levels  

8. Home life of children and young people 

9. Educational attainment rates 

10. Lifelong learning  
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People and place 
Population 

As of April 2012 the population of the Republic of Ireland stood at 4,585,400, up 10,500 

from April 2011iii. 

87,100 people emigrated from Ireland in the 12 months leading up to April 2012, which saw 

6,500 people more leave Irish shores than the previous yeariii. 53% of emigrants (46,500 

individuals) were Irish nationalsiii.  

The destinations for people leaving Ireland were:  

o The UK: 19,000 

o Europe (excluding the UK): 24,000 

o The United States: 8,600 

o The rest of the world: 35,600iii 

 

The largest group of people to emigrate were males between the ages of 25 and 44; 24,700 

of whom emigratediii.  

Happiness 

Ireland stands tall at number six on the World Happiness Index and when asked how happy 

you were yesterday, Irish people were the happiest in the worldiv.    

 82% of people in Ireland are very satisfied with their health, 71% of Europeans are. 

 88% of people in Ireland are very satisfied with their ability to perform day to day 

activities, 76% of Europeans are.  

 83% of people in Ireland are very satisfied with their work, 73% of Europeans are.   

 84% of people in Ireland are very satisfied with their life in general, 73% of 

Europeans are.   

 85% of people in Ireland are very satisfied with their personal relationships, 80% of 

Europeans arev.  
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 91% of people in Ireland are very satisfied with their living conditions, 71% of 

Europeans are. 

Geography 

The Republic of Ireland occupies 70,282 km2 of the island of Irelandvi and 220 marine acres, 

giving us one of the largest sea-bed territories in Europevii. 

If Ireland was a village of 100 people:  
 51 would be female 

 49 would be male 

 21 would be under 15 years old 

 67 would be between 15 and 65 years old  

 12 would be over 65 years old  

 37 people aged 15 years and over would be married 

 33 people aged 15 years and over would be single 

 7 would be born outside of Ireland 

 3 would be Polish  

 13 would have a disabilityviii 
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Society 
 

 Arts and culture 

 Health and wellbeing 

 Learning  

 Strong communities 
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Arts and culture  

B- 
Citizens’ priorities: 

1. Libraries and reading  

2. Music and festivals 

3. Heritage sites  

 

Libraries and reading 

In 2010, public libraries in Ireland had 13 million items of stockix. There were 837,491 new 

items of stock in 2010: 100,398 multimedia items and 737,093 new booksix. Libraries provide 

2,088 public access internet terminalsix.  

There was an estimated 16.3 million visits to public libraries in 2010, an increase of 222,400 

visits over 2009ix.  

Loaned items increased by 4% between 2009 and 2010 to 18,242,187: 

 2,759,819 were multimedia items, an increase of 7% on the previous year 

 15,482,368 were books, an increase of 3% on the previous yearix.  

 

In 2009, 31.7% of all children reported reading as one of their favourite pastimes, immigrant 

children were more likely to count leisure reading as a pastime at 43.7%. Traveller children 

are less likely to report reading as a pastime at 19.9%x. 

 

 



 
 

Page 13 
 

Music and festivals 

In 2000 Irish festivals attracted over 400,000 overseas visitors to Irish shores. Festivals are 

not just for tourists, with 40% of adults in Ireland attending a festival in 2010. Irish festivals 

generated €448 million in 2010xi.  

Attendance at National cultural institutions  

Institution  Admissions 

2005 2010 

National Library of 

Ireland 

101,523 206,342 

National Museum of 

Ireland Archaeology and 

History  

297,511 402,582 

National Museum of 

Ireland Decorative Arts 

and History 

179,713 295,488 

National Museum of 

Ireland Natural History 

135,885 129,172 

National Museum of 

Ireland Museum of 

Country Life 

106,028 108,785 

National Gallery of 

Ireland 

715,972 624,412 

Irish Museum of Modern 

Art 

471,755 162,955 

National Concert Hall 313,375 293,639 

Chester Beatty Library  156,369 247,729 

Crawford Art Gallery 167,485 187,311 

National Archives 15,360 13,907xii 
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Top fee paying attractions in 2011 

1. Guinness Storehouse: 1,025,677 

2. Dublin Zoo: 1,000,000 

3. National Aquatic Centre: 825,049 

4. Cliffs of Moher Visitor Experience: 809,474 

5. Book of Kells: 524,119 

6. Fota Wildlife Park: 390,124 

7. St. Patricks Cathedral: 362,000 

8. Blarney Castle: 325,000 

9. Kilmainham Gaol: 294,095 

10. Bunratty Castle and Folk Park: 275,986xiii 

 

Employment in the arts and culture 

Only 41% of artists spend all of their time working as an artist. Artists’ reasons for 

undertaking other work: 

 To supplement their income (70%) 

 Because they are not getting work as an artist (38%) 

 More stable income (36%) 

 A form of complementary work (27%)xiv. 

 

Median income as an artist is €8,000 and average income is €14,675xiv. 

Artists’ education 

Compared to the average worker, artists are almost three times more likely to have a third 

level degree or higher; 86% of professional artists have a third level qualification and 39% 

have a post-graduate or professional qualificationxiv.  
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Tertiary education related to culture 

In 2008, 21.7% of tertiary education in Ireland was in a field related to culturexv: 

Field of education  Number of students % of all tertiary 

education  

Humanities 16,217 9.1 

Arts 11,812 6.6 

Journalism and 

information 

522 0.3 

Architecture and 

building  

10,121 5.7 

Total 38,672 21.7 

 

The internet and Facebook:  

There were 3,042,600 internet users in Ireland in 2010, 68% of the population were online 

compared to 35.25% of people across Europe, 100% in Montenegro, 54% in the United 

Kingdom and 5.49% in Armeniaxvi.  

In 2010, 38.17% of the population of Ireland were on Facebook, a total of 1,705,180 people. 

This was above the global share of internet users who are on Facebook (32.5%) and above 

the European average for Facebook usage (20.77%)xvi. 

Cinema activity 

Ireland was home to 453 cinemas in 2009, an increase of 131 cinemas in eight yearsxvii. 

Cinema admissions rose by 1.2 million in the same period from 15.9 million to 17.7 million 

annuallyxvii. Admissions per capita fell from 4.2 in 2001 to 4 in 2009xvii. 
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Health and wellbeing 

C- 
Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Access to health care  

2. Mental health  

3. Quality of the health service 

 

Self-reported health status:  

Year % of population reporting health status as: 

Very good Good Fair Bad Very bad 

2010 44.5 38.6 13.8 2.5 0.7 

2009 43.6 39.6 14.1 2.4 0.4 

2008 46.8 37.5 13.1 2.3 0.4 

2007 46.9 37.1 13.4 2.1 0.5 

2006 46.6 36.5 13.7 2.4 0.7 

2005 46.9 35.8 13.6 1.8 0.8 

xviii 
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xviii 

Life expectancy  

In 2009 life expectancy in Ireland was 81 years, above the OECD1 average by more than a 

year, however this figure is still below that of other developed countries such as Italy, 

Switzerland and Spain whose citizens have a life expectancy of 82 years plusxix.  

Overweight and obesity 

In 2010, 30% of the adult population, aged 18 to 64 years, were of a normal weight, 43.8% 

were overweight, 25.8% were obese and 0.3% were underweightxx. Whilst the obesity rate 

in Ireland is lower than the US (36%) and the UK (26%) people in Ireland are still the second 

                                                           
1
 OECD stands for The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. Established in 1961 it has 35 

member countries including France, The United States, Chile and Ireland. The OECD aims to promote policies 
that will improve the economic and social well-being of people world-wide.   

Ireland Europe
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most obese in Europexix. Overweight and obesity costs the state an estimated 

€1,127,584,243 annuallyxxi.  

Chronic and communicable diseases 

In 2010, 27.5% of people in Ireland had a long standing illness or health problem. This is a 

rise of 5.6% in just six years; however Ireland is below the European average of 30.9%.  

In 2008, 732 people per 100,000 of the population died due to chronic illnessesxxii. 

The cost of health care 

47% of people had greater difficulty affording healthcare in 2010-2011 than in previous 

yearsxxiii.  

In 2010 health expenditure was 9.2% of gross domestic product, slightly below the OECD 

average of 9.5%. Health spending per capita was €2,844.17, the average spend per capita on 

health care in the OECD was €2,499.92xix.  

Mental health  

 

The suicide rate refers to the number of deaths due to suicide per 100,000 people. The 

suicide rate in Ireland was 11.1 in 2010xxiv. This is above the European average of 10.2 and 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
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population
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countries such as Spain (5.8), Germany (9.9) and Greece who have the lowest suicide rate in 

Europe (2.9)xxiv. There is a large gender difference in suicide rate: 17.7 for men and 4.5 for 

womenxxiv.  

The people most at risk of suicide are young males between the ages of 20 and 24; the 

suicide rate for this group was 29.3xxv.  

The number of people seeking professional help for mental health issues decreased 

between 2005 and 2010 in Ireland while increasing in Europexxvi. In 2010, 12% of people in 

Ireland sought professional help; lower than the European average of 15%. In comparison, 

14% of people in Ireland sought professional help for mental health issues in 2005-6 

compared to 13% in Europexxvi.  

There is still stigma surrounding mental health with 20% of people in Ireland reporting that 

they would have difficulty talking to someone with significant mental health problemsxxvi. 

This reluctance is shared across Europe with 22% reporting that they would have difficulty 

talking to someone with a significant mental health problemxxvi. 

Waiting lists 

The number of people waiting for first time out-patient treatment reached 385,462 in 2012; 

66.9% of whom had been waiting over three months and 28.9% waiting over a yearxxvii.  

The quality of hospitals and healthcare  

Ireland has 52 GPs per 100,000, the same as the OECD average. The number of GPs per 

100,000 in Ireland is the above the United Kingdom, the United States and Canada, however 

it is below France, Austria and Germanyxix. The Centre for Aging Research and Development 

Ireland (CARDI) estimates a shortfall of 300 GPs by 2021xix. Ireland has 3.1 physicians per 

1,000 people, the same as the OECD. A physician is a specialist while a GP is a general 

practitionerxix.  

In 2010 Ireland had 2.3 hospital beds per 1,000 people, below the 3.4 bed average in the 

OECDxix.  There are 12.5 MRI units, per million population, placing Ireland in line with the 

OECD averagexix. MRI machines allow for an inside view of the human body. There are 15.6 

CT scanners per million of the population, compared to the OECD average of 22.1 per 
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million of the populationxix. CT scanners take x-rays of your body from different angles to 

allow for a cross-sectional view. 

Smoking 

Ireland’s smoking rates has fallen from 45.6% in the early 1970sxix to 29.0% in 2007. This 

exceeds the average smoking rate in the OECD (21.1% in 2010) and countries such as 

Sweden, Iceland, the United States and Australia that have smoking rates at 15% or belowxix. 

Alcohol 

Adults in Ireland consumed an average of 11.9 litres of alcohol each in 2010xix. The OECD 

average was 9.5 litres per adult annually. Alcohol consumption levels in Ireland are one of 

the highest in the OECDxix. 
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Education and learning  

C+ 
Citizens’ priorities:  

1. The quality of the education system 

2. Literacy levels  

3. Universities and third level education   

 

Education is highly important to the people of Ireland; not only was Learning ranked the 

most important key issue area but the top 10 most important indicators in the entire 

Citizens’ Survey were predominantly related to learning.  In comparison with other issues, 

respondents to the Citizens’ Survey are relatively satisfied with learning, but with a C+ grade 

there is room to improve.  

It is expected that the average person in Ireland will spend 17.7 years in education, slightly 

above the European norm of 17.3 yearsxxviii. In 2010, there were 1,103,000 people enrolled 

in the regular education system in Ireland from primary to post-graduate studiesxxix.  

Literacy levels  

In 2011, fourth class students in Ireland participated in PIRLS, (Programme in International 

Reading Literacy Study) to assess reading abilityxxx.  

Ireland ranked 10th out of 46 countries for reading with a score of 552, compared to 

Northern Ireland’s score of 558.  

Literacy levels of 15 year old students are measured using the Programme for International 

Student Assessment (PISA) in Ireland and other OECD countriesxxxi. Ireland’s mean score on 
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reading literacy in 2009 was 495.6, consistent with the OECD average. Ireland’s overall rank 

is 21st among 65 participating countries and 17th out of 34 OECD countries. In Ireland, just 

over one in six students (17.2%) achieved below PISA Level 2, the level regarded as required 

for future education and adult life. Twice as many males (23.2%) as females (11.3%) were 

shown to have poor reading skills.  

Maths  

Ireland is 17th out of 50 countries in the TIMMS mathematics table. Ireland achieved a score 

of 527 in the TIMMS mathematics test, which assesses fourth class student’s mathematics 

abilityxxx. This score is significantly higher than 33 other countries including Australia, New 

Zealand and Italy. However Ireland’s score is far below the top performing countries, 

Singapore, Hong Kong and the Republic of Korea, who all achieved over 600 pointsxxx.  

Irish students between the ages of 9 and 11 receive a mean of 3.66 maths tuition in school 

per week, 0.72 hours in out-of-school maths lessons and a further 1.76 hours on individual 

studyxxxii. Students spend a total of 6.14 hours on maths a week. This places us 13th out of 30 

OECD countries and below the OECD average of 6.59 hours per weekxxxii.  

Science  

Ireland is 22nd out of 50 countries in the TIMMS science table. Ireland achieved a score of 

516 in the TIMMS science test significantly above the centre point of 500xxx.  

Irish students between the ages of 9 and 11 receive a mean of 2.54 hours of science tuition 

in school per week, 0.32 hours in out-of-school science lessons and a further 1.20 hours on 

individual studyxxxii. Students spent a total of 4.05 hours on science a week. This places us 

13th out of 30 OECD countries and below the average of 5.04 hoursxxxii.  
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Second level education 

11% of 25-65 year olds have attained only pre-primary or primary level educationxxxiii. 73% 

of 25 to 64 year olds have attained at least upper secondary education placing us 21st out of 

40 OECD countriesxxxiii.  

94% of young people in Ireland are expected to complete upper secondary education in 

their lifetimexxxiii.  

Universities and third level education 

Nearly half (49.4%) of people aged 30 to 34 had attained post-secondary education in 2011; 

this is above the European average of 27.5% and above the European Union target of 40% 

however it is below the Irish national target of 60%xxxiv.  

Among women aged 30 to 34 in Europe, women in Ireland have the highest rate of post-

secondary educational attainment at 55%. Men have a lower post-secondary educational 

attainment rate of 29.3%xxxiv.   

Lifelong learning  

In 2011, 6.8% of people aged 25 to 64 were engaged in life-long learning, defined as having 

engaged in education or training in the last four weeks. The rate of life-long learning in 

Ireland by this measure is below the European norm of 8.9%.  

However a higher number, 21% of people, reported having participated in education or 

training in the twelve months prior to September 2011xxxv. This remains below the European 

average of 23% and less than half the rate of engagement in education and training 

reported in the Netherlands which is 48%.  

 

Career guidance  

Less than 1 in 4 (23%) report that their career guidance in school helped them to achieve 

the skills needed for the type of job they wantedxxxv.  
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44% of people in Ireland report that they did not receive any career guidance at school; this 

is above the European average of 36% who report not having received career guidance at 

schoolxxxv.  
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Strong communities- 

community and civic 

engagement 

C+ 
Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Sense of belonging in the community  

2. Participation in the community  

3. Volunteering  

 

Living in a strong community means being empowered through civic action and feeling a 

social bond with those around you. A strong community has the amenities to support its 

people and, in turn, energises people with the will to support one another. 

Community and sociability is at the heart of life in Ireland and is reflected through the 

results of the Citizens’ Survey. ‘Community’ or ‘people’ were high frequency words in every 

one of the key issue areas and a ‘sense of belonging’ was the top priority in this area. In 

these times of uncertainty, where people feel vulnerable, connecting with your community 

is more important than ever. Feeling connected is important both emotionally and mentally 

and helps to supports a cohesive society and rich culture. 

Sense of belonging in the community  

Belonging and community may be important to us; however we do not always act in a 

neighbourly fashion. More than one-third, 37%, of people in Ireland reported in a 2011 
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Eurobarometer survey, that that they did not help out anyone outside of their household 

within the last 12 months. 

Of the respondents who reported helping behaviour the previous 12 months:   

 33% provided emotional support  

 28% helped someone with their housework  

 20% lent a hand when someone was moving home  

 30% helped out by baby-sitting  

 19% went shopping or did banking for another person 

 13% provided financial support to someone in need 

 9% helped with health care or hygiene (dressing, washing, giving medication)v.  

 

Giving  

Ireland ranks number two in the World Giving Index, behind the USA. The World Giving 

Index measures self-reported giving through volunteering, donating money and helping 

othersxxxvi.  

Volunteering  

32% of people in Ireland volunteer regularly, placing us above the European average of 

24%xxxvii. However Ireland falls far short of the Netherlands where 57% of people report 

regularly volunteering their time.  

When people in Ireland volunteer, they report activities in:  

 Sport 26% 

 Active ageing 25% 

 Health care 24% 

 Social inclusion and disadvantaged citizens 17% 

 Protection of human right 17% 

 Employment 17% 

 Solidarity and humanitarian aid 14% 

 Culture 9%  
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 Environment 8%xxxvii. 

Corruption and trust in Irish society 

Ireland ranks 25th in Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index 2012 with a 

score of 60, where 100 is very clear and 0 is very corruptxxxviii. Denmark ranks 1st, Spain 30th 

and Greece 94th out of 176 countries and territories around the world.  

A 2012 Eurobarometer survey found that 86% of people in Ireland report that corruption is 

a major problem, less than 1 in 10 (8%) believe it is notxxxix. In contrast, corruption is 

reported as a societal problem by 98% of people in Greece, the highest in Europe, and 19% 

of people in Denmark, the lowestxxxix. 80% of people believe that corruption is a part of the 

business culture in Irelandxxxix. 65% of people believe that politics at the national level is 

corrupt with actions such as taking and giving bribes and the abuse of positions for personal 

gain, slightly less at 49% believe politicians at a local level are corruptxxxix. 

Overseas aid and global development  

24% of people have read or heard about the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the 

same amount that knew about the MDGs in Europe overallxl.  The MDGs are eight goals, set 

in 2000, by the United Nations that 191 member states, including Ireland, have agreed to try 

and achieve by 2015. The goals tackle global poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, 

environmental degradation and discrimination against womenxli.  

92% of people in Ireland think it is important to help people in developing countries, 

demonstrating some of the strongest support in Europe for helping developing countriesxl.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Culture, political and social integration 
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A 2008 study for the Immigrant Council of Ireland investigated the levels of integration of 

Chinese, Lithuanian and Nigerian immigrantsxcii.   

 

Philanthropy and charitable giving 

On average people report having given to charity 11 times in the past 2 yearsxlii: 

 

The median frequency of giving is nine times a year. Median refers to the ‘middle number’ 

meaning that half the population donate money over nine times a year and half donate 

money less than nine times a yearxlii.  

On average, people have donated €68 in total on their last three occasions combinedxlii. 

Employment in non-profit organisations 

17% 

49% 

27% 

7% 

Levels of social, political and cultural 
integration  

High

Medium

Low

Very low

10% 

14% 

15% 

4% 
12% 

12% 

9% 

12% 

12% 

Frequency of donation 

1-2 times 3-4 times 5-6 times 7-8 times 9-10 times

11-20 times 21-30 times 30+ times None
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It is estimated that Irish non-[profits employ around 100,000 people.  

 

xliii 

  

1% 1% 

14% 

9% 

20% 
55% 

Number of reported empolyees in 
non-profit companies 

More than 100 employees 51 to 100 employees

11 to 50 employees 6 to 10 employees

1 to 5 employees 0 employees
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People 
 

 Children and young people 

 Older people 

 Leadership and belonging  
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Children and young people  

 C+  
Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Early childhood development 

2. Home life for children and young people 

3. Child safety 

 

Child wellbeing league 

UNICEF has developed an indicator based league to facilitate cross-country comparisons of 

children’s wellbeing in 21 wealthy nations including the United Kingdom, France, Sweden 

and the United States. In the specific areas examined by the well-being league, Ireland 

ranked: 

 Ireland’s average rank 10.2 

 Material wellbeing rank 19 

 Health and safety rank 19 

 Educational well-being rank 7 

 Family and peer relationships rank 7 

 Behaviours and risks rank 4 

 Subjective wellbeing rank 5xliv 

 

Early childhood education 

Since 2009, The Early Childhood Care and Education Scheme has provided a free year of pre-

school education to children. 85.4% of the children in Ireland between the age of four years 
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and the age they start primary education participate in early childhood educationxlv. This is 

below the European average of 92.4%, both of which are below the European target of 

95%xlv. 

Home 

In 2009, 59.8% of 15 year olds reported spending time just talking to their parents several 

times a weekx. This number is lower for immigrant children and traveller children, at 51.9% 

and 49% respectivelyx.  

42.8% of 15 year olds report chatting with their parents about school several times a weekx. 

Fewer immigrant children report this behaviour at 30.4%, but more traveller children do so 

at 54.6%x.  

Almost three out of four 15 year olds, 72.4%, report having sat around a table with their 

family for a main meal several times a weekx.  

Community and civic engagement  

Two-thirds of young people in Ireland, aged between 15 and 30, report that they participate 

in at least one type of community organisation, the second highest rate for youth 

community participation in Europexlvi.  

 53%  report having participated in a sports club 

 26% in a youth club (the highest rate in Europe) 

 24% in an organisation aimed at improving the local community and/or local 

environment (the highest rate in Europe) 

 8% in an organisation promoting human rights or global development 

 8% in a non-governmental organisation 

 6% in an organisation concerned with climate change or global warmingxlvi. 

 

More than one-third of youth in Ireland, 38%, report that they participate in voluntary 

activities, the second highest rate of youth volunteerism in Europexlvi.  
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5% of young people in Ireland participate in international youth projects; the second lowest 

rate in Europe, the European average for youth participation in international youth projects 

is 9%xlvi.  

68% of Irish youths participate in elections, below the European average of 79%xlvi.  

Child safety 

The Health Service Executive aims that every child in care should be allocated a social 

worker and have a written care planxxvii. The September 2012 Health Service Executive 

Performance Report stated that 93.9% of children in care had been allocated a social worker 

and 89.6% had a written care planxxvii.  

In 2011, 3,066 children were supported by domestic violence servicesxlvii compared to 2,850 

in 2010xlviii. 2,142 children were accommodated in a refuge, 185 children were 

accommodated in transitional housing, and 3,624 children were admitted to refuges in 

2011xlvii. It occurred on 2,302 occasions that children were declined admittance to a refuge 

due to lack of facilitiesxlvii.  

Child poverty  

In 2010, 37.4% of children in Ireland under the age of 16 were at risk of poverty or social 

exclusion, above the European average of 26.6%xlix.  

Young people’s difficulties in finding a job 

The youth unemployment rate at the end of 2011 was 30.5% compared to 24.4% in 2009.  

Ireland’s youth unemployment rate is the sixth highest in Europel.  

 67% of young people in Ireland report that there are no jobs available in their city or 

region (highest in Europe) 

 54% report that there are no good jobs available in their field of study 

 28% report that they don’t know what jobs are out there 

 26% report that jobs are available but that they are very poorly paid 

 18% report that they do not have the right knowledge or skillsxlvi 
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Mental health  

The Headstrong My World survey on youth mental health found 34% of 6th year students reported 

behaviour that is classified as problem drinking, 8% reported behaviour classified as hazardous 

drinking and the drinking behaviour of 6% indicated possible alcohol dependenceli.  

The My World survey also found that: 

 43% of young people (aged 17-25 years old) reported feeling that their life was not 

worth living at some point 

 21% of young people had deliberately hurt themselves without wanting to take their 

own life 

 7% of young people have attempted to take their own life. 

Sexuality 

The Crisis Pregnancy Agency and the Health Service Executive published the results of a national 

survey on sexual behaviour, knowledge and attitudes in 2006. The survey found that the median age 

for intercourse for people less than 25 years of age was 17, and for people aged 60 to 64 years of 

age the median age of first intercourse was 22lii.  

In 2006, 93% of people under the age of 25 had received at least some sexual education, 51% had 

been taught about the biological aspects of sex and 27% about sexual feelings and relationships.  
77% of 15 year old girls and 70% of 15 year old boys reported using a condom at last intercourse. 

26% of 15 year old girls and 17% of 15 year old boys reported using the contraceptive pill at last 

intercourselii.  
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Older people  

C+ 
Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Engagement in community, social connections and loneliness 

2. End of life care 

3. Home (independent living, home care services, family) 

 

In 2011 there were 523,800 people aged over 65 in Ireland, accounting for 11% of the 

populationiii. It is estimated that by 2041 people aged over 65 will account for 22% of the 

populationliii.  

In Ireland people start to be perceived as old at the age of 64 and stop being perceived as 

young at the age of 39v.  

68% of people in Ireland feel that people aged 55 and over are generally perceived in a 

positive light and 16% in a negative lightv.  

Engagement in community, social connections and loneliness 

Older people are seen as an essential part of the community, family and economy. A 2011 

Euro barometer survey found that:  

 76% of people report that older people play a major role in politics through 

participation and voting 

 69% report they play a major role in the economy 

 73% report they have a major role being active in local communities  

 and 82% report they have a major role to play in their familiesv.  
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However there is a perception that we could benefit from older people playing a more 

active role in society:  

 27% of people in Ireland think people over the age of 55 should play a greater role in 

politics 

 36% believe they should play a more active role in their local communities 

 and 32% believe they should play a more active role in their familiesv.  

End of life care 

Of the nearly 300,000 deaths that occur annually in Ireland, 75% take place in a long stay 

facility or hospital, and 48% of those in acute hospitals, 4% in a hospice and 25% at homecvii. 

Home 

The 2011 census revealed that 27.7% of people over 65 lived aloneliv. Just over one-tenth (10.8%) of 

older people lived with other family membersliv. This number increased with age, with women 

accounting for almost three quarters of all persons aged 85 and over living aloneliv. 

7% of people aged 65 and over live in nursing homes or long-stay hospitals. The numbers living in 

nursing homes or hospitals increases with age: 12% of people aged 80-84 and 25% of people aged 85 

and overlv.  

When asked about their preferences for moving house during retirement 31% of Irish people would 

consider moving to a smaller house in the same location (compared to almost 60% of Danish people 

or 57% of Dutch people)lvi. Only 4.5% of Irish people would consider moving to sheltered housing, 

compared to 40% of Slovenians or 24% of Austrianslvi. 

Financial security and work  

Financial security as we age is a great concern for people. Nearly 7 in 10 (68%) of the adult 

population are worried that their income in their old age will not allow them to live with 

dignityxxiii. 

A new cohort of workers known as ‘Wearies’ are emerging. Wearies refers to “Working, 

Entrepreneurial and Active Retireeslvii; 46% of people would like to continue working after 

retirement age, 37% of people would not and 17% are undecidedv. 
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Although 64% of people in Ireland believe older people are not viewed positively by 

employers, Irish people are the most positive in Europe about the benefits of older people 

in the workplacev. When asked “on a scale of minus 10 to plus 10 how do older people 

compare to younger people where 0 is the same” Irish people rated older people as better 

on all counts: 

 v 
Supporting older people 

In 2010, 59% of older people (aged 65 and above) reported a high level of support from within 

their communities and 91% reported support from their familieslviii. 5% of older people felt they 

had poor community support and 2.5% felt they had poor family supportlviii. 

Elder abuse and neglect 

It was estimated that 10,201 older people were abused or neglected in 2010lviii.  

Of the instances of elder abuse that occurred at home the perpetrator was:  

 Home help: 2% 

 Friend: 4% 

8.7 

7.8 

6.8 

6.4 

6.5 

5.3 

5 

2.5 

Experience

Reliable

Independently decisive

Problem solving

Ability to work with others

Ability to handle stress

Productivity

Ability to get on with people from different cultural
backgrounds

Perception of older people in the workplace 

Older people in the workplace
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 Spouse/partner: 20% 

 Other relative: 24% 

 Adult child: 50%lviii. 

Of the instances of elder abuse that occurred in the community the perpetrator was:  

 Health care worker: 1% 

 Friend 2% 

 Spouse/partner: 13% 

 Stranger: 13% 

 Other relatives: 16% 

 Neighbours/acquaintance: 24% 

 Adult child: 33%lviii. 
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An inclusive society 

C- 
Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Gender equality in positions of influence and decision making  

2. Gender equality in politics 

3. Diverse representation on school boards  

 

Women in economic decision making and leadership 

Women are not well represented in Irish businesses leadership:  

 21% of companies in Ireland have no women on their board 

 Women are on the boards of only 9% of the largest listed companies in Ireland, 

compared to 15% in Europe as a whole 

 13% of people in Ireland believe that women do not always have the necessary 

qualities and skills to fill positions of responsibility 

  18% of people agree that women are less likely to fight to make a career for 

themselves 

  73% of people agree that women have less freedom than men because of their 

family responsibilitieslix 

 

Despite this, 96% of people agree that given equal competencies women should be equally 

represented in positions of leadership in companieslix. 

Their reasons for believing this are:  

 women are as qualified as men for these positions: 52% 
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 it is about equal rights for men and women: 46% 

 it would encourage other women to lead a professional career: 35% 

 it would make a difference to the companies we run: 32% 

 it would ensure better overall economic performance of companies: 37% (most likely 

in Europe to think this)  

 it would ensure a better risk management of companies: 22 % (most likely in Europe 

to think this)lix. 

Gender equality in national administration 

In 2011, women accounted for 24% of level 1 administrators in Ireland and men for 76%, in 

Europe the figures were 30% women and 70% menlx. Level 2 national administration was 

marginally less diverse at 22% women and 78% men in Ireland, and 39% women and 61% 

men in Europelx. Level 1 and 2 administrations are the highest level of administration (non-

political) within a ministry. 

Gender equality in politics 

The Dáil is made up of 15% women and 85% men compared to the European average of 

26% women and 74% menlxi. This is the largest representation of women in the history of 

the Dáil and is an increase of just 5% in thirty five yearslxii.  

Political diversity 

A recurring Eurobarometer survey on discrimination asks people to rate from 1 to 10 how 

comfortable they would feel having people from certain groups in the highest elected office 

(The Office of the President or Taoiseach), with 10 being most comfortable:  

 2009lxiii 2012lxiv 

A woman 9.3 

 

9.6 

A disabled person 8.7 9.1 (highest in Europe) 

A person from a different 

religion to the majority  

7.8 8.4 (highest in Europe) 

A person from a different 6.5  7.4 



 
 

Page 41 
 

ethnic origin to the 

majority 

 

A gay, lesbian or bisexual 

person 

7.7 8.2 

A transgender or 

transsexual person  

_ 7.1 

A person under 30 6.6 8.1 (highest in Europe) 

A person over 75 5.4 7.2 (highest in Europe) 

 

Politics and racism  

In 2011 Millward Brown Lansdowne conducted a survey among Dáil members regarding 

their opinions, attitudes and interactions with immigration and immigrants.  

The survey found that: 

 3 in 10 TDs had spoken in the Dáil around the area of immigration and refugee 

rights.  

 Nearly 6 in 10 TDs report having encountered racist sentiment when canvassing for 

the 2011 General Election.  

 Over one third of TDs felt that speaking out in support of immigrant rights would 

negatively affect their own supportlxv.  
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Getting around 

C+ 

Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Public transport services  

2. Walking  

3. The cost of transport 

 

Public transport services 

Despite public transportation being people’s top priority in the area of ‘Getting around’, 

only 13% of people count public transportation as their main form of transportlxvi. Ireland is 

among the least likely in Europe to report a high incidence of people travelling primarily by 

public transportlxvi. Only 8% of households in Ireland do not have a carlxvi.  

More adults in Ireland, 83%, report personal transport is their main mode of transport:  

 69% use either a car or a motor bike, this is the third highest use of this mode of 

transport in Europe 

 14% use a form of non-motorised individual transport (walking, cycling) one of the 

least likely countries in Europe to report this mode of transportlxvi.  

 

People say they would be more likely to use public transport if there was:  

 a better schedule (regularity and operating hours) 32% 

 better connections to their regular destinations 23% 

 closer proximity of stops to where they live 23% (highest in the EU)  
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 improved security on public transport 5%. 

 Even if the above were changed, 15% would still not use public transportlxvi. 

 

Congestion  

In a survey on attitudes towards transport all of the respondents agreed that measures 

were needed to improve the congestion in their locality. Among them: 

 67% endorse better public transport  

 13% recommend restrictions in city centres 

 10% approve speed limitations and  

 6% believe charges for road usage may improve congestion in their arealxvi. 

 

23% of people felt that their car and transport activities did not affect congestion in their 

arealxvi.  

 

Air transport 

Dublin had the 17th busiest airport for passenger traffic out of 40 major European airports in 

2010lxvii. 12.41 million passengers travelled through Dublin airport in 2010 a drop of 10.1% 

on previous years, the biggest relative drop of passenger traffic out of all 40 airportslxvii. 

Rail transport 

Rail transport accounted for 3.1% of transport in Ireland in 2010, below the European 

average of 7.0%lxvii. Tram and metro accounted for 0.3% of transport in Ireland; the 

European average for use of this mode of transport is 1.6%lxvii.  

The cost of transport 

In 2010 the total consumption of households in Ireland for transport was €8,457 million lxvii. 

Transport accounted for 11.7% of total household consumption compared to 13% in 

Europelxvii. In Ireland expenditure on transport was €1,900 per capita annually, €100 more 

than the European averagelxvii. 
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Transport and the environment 

Total greenhouse gas emissions from transport are 15.6 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent. 

This breaks down as follows: 

 Road transportation : 12.7 

 Civil aviation: 2.3 

 Total navigation (boats): 0.3 

 Other transport: 0.2 

 Railways: 0.1lxvii 

 

Transport accounts for 19% of Ireland’s total greenhouse gas emissionslxviii.  

Road safety  

There were 27,085 Garda recorded motor vehicle traffic collisions in 2010, costing an 

estimated €853 millionlxix.  

In 2010, 221 people died on Irish roads. Of these: 

 91 were drivers 

 55 were passengers 

 44 were pedestrians 

 17 were bikers 

 5 were cyclistslxx.  

38% of people who died were under the age of 25. Sunday was the most dangerous day of 

the week with 54 deathslxx. 43% of road deaths happened at the weekend. The hours 

between 6 and 8 pm were the most dangerous with 37 deaths (13%)lxx. The average 

monthly fatality rate was 18. The safest month of the year was December with 10 deathslxx. 

At four road deaths per billion km travelled Ireland has the lowest rate of deaths per billion 

km in Europe along with Great Britain and Swedenlxxi. 

Since 2000 the number of registered motor vehicles has increased by 44% and the number 

of driving license holders has increased by 32%, however, the number of fatalities has 

decreased by 49%lxix. 
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Commuting  

The 2011 Census recorded 2.7 million commuters in Irelandlxxii. 

 

  

1996 2002 2006 2011

Not stated 83,981 45,380 46,555 89,590

Work mainly from home 172,893 110,821 119,918 89,590

Other means (incl. lorry or van) 59,291 118,800 149,928 134,115

Motor car driver 606,417 909,822 1,118,312 1,127,396

Motor car passanger 360,953 427,962 459,497 508,338

Train, DART or LUAS 34,101 45,976 71,658 70,976

Bus, minibus or coach 34,101 45,976 71,658 70,976

Bicyle 99,008 57,842 53,949 61,177

On foot 436,941 423,483 433,110 414,938
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Environment 

C+ 

Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Air quality 

2. Open space and the share that is accessible to the public  

3. Protected natural areas 

 

What could be more important than the air we breathe? This is the judgment from the 

Citizens’ Survey where air quality was perceived to be one of the most important issues to 

impact people’s quality of life.  

 The environment is personally important to 94% of people in Ireland  

 86% of people feel that environmental problems have a direct impact on their daily 

lives 

 75% of people believe that the state of the environment impacts on their quality of 

lifelxxiii. 

Air quality  

Ireland’s urban population exposure to air pollution fell to 710 micrograms per cubic meter 

in 2010, from 1,197 in 2009lxxiv. Ireland is below the European average of 3,316 micro grams 

per cubic meter and the UK where 834 micrograms per cubic meter was observed. 
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Protected natural areas  

According to The Habitats Directive 2010, Ireland has 7,155km2 of area protected terrestrial 

arealxxv.  

The ecological footprint  

Ireland has the sixth largest ecological footprint in the worldlxxvi. The ecological footprint is a 

measure of our demand on the planet’s resources that compares how much nature we have 

against how much nature we use. Ireland’s ecological footprint is 6.22 per person and the 

bio capacity per person is 3.41lxxvi. By having an ecological footprint greater than bio capacity 

Ireland has an ecological overshoot of 2.81lxxvi. This means people in Ireland are using more 

of nature than nature can supply, this has been referred to as living off an ecological credit 

card and is unsustainablelxxvi.  

Water consumption 

The average adult in Ireland uses about 150 litres of water per day, The World Health 

Organisation proposes 50 litres of water a day is needed to meet people’s basic needs such 

of cooking, cleaning and drinkinglxxvii. A total of more than 1,700 million litres is used per day 

nationally in Irelandlxxviii. 

Energy consumption Ireland 

In 2009 Ireland consumed a total of 14.9 million tonnes of oil equivalent, accounting for 

0.86% of energy consumed in Europe.  

Percentage distribution of energy consumption 

 Ireland Europe 

1999 2009 1999 2009 

Oil and 

petroleum 

products 

58.6% 51.8% 39.2 36.6 

Gas  21.8 28.8 22.4 24.5 

Solid fuels 17.8% 14.5% 18.3 15.7 
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Nuclear 

energy  

- - 14.2 13.6 

Renewable 

energy 

1.6 4.3 5.4 9.0 

lxxix.  

Waste 

In 2009 3,300,000 tonnes of municipal waste was collected. Of this:  

 60.6% was landfilled 

 31.8% was recycled 

 3.5% was composted  

 2.6% was incineratedlxxx 

The public view of the environment 

People in Ireland are one of the least likely in Europe to perceive climate change to be the 

most important issue facing the world.  

 

13% of people in Ireland believe that climate change is the single most important issue facing the 

world, across Europe 20% of people believe the same thinglxvi.  

Portugal Ireland
European
average

Lithuania
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People in Ireland rate the seriousness of climate change as a seven out of 10, where 10 is very 

seriouslxvi.  

People in Ireland are of the least likely in Europe to take personal ownership of tackling climate 

change, 14% believe it is their personal responsibility and 39% believe tackling climate change is the 

government’s responsabilitylxvi.  However 66% of people report having taken action on climate 

change and 95% believe that as an individual they can play a role in protecting the environmentlxvi. 
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Safety 

C+ 
Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Emergency response time 

2. Trust in police 

3. Fire safety 

Feeling secure  

In general Ireland is perceived as safe: 82% of people believe that Ireland is a secure place to 

live, 88% believe that their town or village is a secure place to live and 87% agree that their 

neighbourhood is a secure place to livelxxxi. This is a positive trend but still leaves over one in 

ten feeling that Ireland, their town, village or their neighbourhood is an unsafe place to live.  

A 2010 survey revealed that 74% of people felt safe walking around their neighbourhood 

after dark and over 40% of people were worried about becoming a victim of crimelxxxii.  

Emergency response time 

The National Ambulance Service has identified a target of 18 minutes and 59 seconds to 

have a patient carrying vehicle present at the scene of an incident after being calledxxvii.  

70% of ECHO calls were attended under 19 minutes from January to September 2012xxvii.  

ECHO calls refer to incidents where patients are in cardiac or respiratory arrest. These 

incidents accounted for 1.35% of overall 999 calls during this period. 

A patient carrying vehicle was at 67.56% of DELTA calls under 19 minutes from January to 

September 2012xxvii. Calls from patients in life-threatening conditions other than those of 
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ECHO calls are called DELTA calls. These calls accounted for 40.73% of all 999 calls recorded 

during this periodxxvii. 

Trust in police 

The 2008 Garda Public Attitudes Survey, conducted by Millward Brown Lansdowne, found 

an 81% satisfaction rate for overall Garda service to the communitylxxxiii. Of the 40% of 

respondents who had contact with the Gardaí the satisfaction rate was 79%. Gardaí at a 

local level were deemed approachable by 91% of respondents. 7.7% of people said a Garda 

member had at some point acted in an unacceptable manner towards them.  

In 2010, 37% of respondents who experienced a violent theft did not report it to the Gardaí. 

Of these 55% said that they did not report the crime because they believed the Gardaí 

either could not or would not do anything about itlxxxii.  

Fire safety 

In 2011, 38 fire fatalities were recordedlxxxiv. This represents 8.4 deaths per million of the 

population less than half the rate in 1981 when fire fatalities reached a peak of 18 deaths 

per million of the populationlxxxiv. The Stardust tragedy in which 48 people died when a fire 

broke out in Stardust, an Artane nightclub, occurred in 1981lxxxv.  
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In 2010, 36,820 fires were attended by Fire brigadeslxxxvi.  

 

Fire brigades also attended 10,132 other special service incidentslxxxvi: 

Nature of incident Number of incidents attended  

Road traffic accidents  4,330 

Water flooding/pumping 892 

Rescue or removal of persons from 

water 

257 

Other non-fire rescues 1,819 

Hazardous substances in transit 201 

Other 2,624 

Total 10,123 

 

During 2010 there were 6,921 false fire alarm incidents, 1,916 of which were characterized 

as malicious and 5,005 of which were considered of no ill intentlxxxvi.  

Domestic violence 

In 2011, 7,797 individual women received face-to-face support from domestic violence 

support servicesxlvii, compared to 7,235 in 2010xlviii. There were 2,129 admissions to refuges 

and 2,537 instances where adults were unable to be accommodated because the refuge was 

full or there was no refuge in their areaxlvii. This compares to 2010, where there were 1,993 
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32820 28099 31837 30778 30537 33460

Number of fires in
domestic houses

10,982 9467 9438 8816 9165 9394

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

35000

40000

Fires attended by fire service 2001-2010 



 
 

Page 54 
 

admissions to refuges and 3,236 cases where women and their children were unable to be 

admittedxlviii.  

Safety in the workplace 

54 work place fatalities were reported to the Health and Safety Authority in 2011lxxxvii.  

6,956 non-fatal work place injuries were reported to the Health and Safety Authority in 

2011, this is a 5% decrease on 2010lxxxvii.  

 Gardaí 

There are a total number of 13,559 Garda members: 

 1 commissioner 

 2 deputy commissioners 

 8 assistant commissioners 

 38 chief superintendent 

 147 superintendents 

 280 inspectors 

 1,935 sergeants  

 11,148 Gardaílxxxviii 

 

There are 664 Garda Stations in the country, compared to 703 in 2012lxxxix  
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 Work, equality and financial 

wellbeing 

 Housing  
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Work, equality and financial 

wellbeing 

C- 

Citizens’ priorities:  

1. Working conditions and workers’ rights 

2. Poverty rates 

3. Work-life balance  

 

Working conditions and workers’ rights  

The National Employment Rights Authority (NERA) recovered €1,905,262 of unpaid wages in 

2011 compared to €1,249,755 in 2010xc.  

NERA accounted for 100,753 individuals whose employment rights were breached in 2011xc.  

Concern over money and finances 

Five years into the recession and our financial wellbeing is our biggest source of worry. 

According to a 2011 Eurobarometer survey, the main concerns at a national level are:  

1. Unemployment 

2. The economic situation 

3. Government debtxci. 
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Poverty rates  

The consistent poverty rate in Ireland is 6.2%xcii. A person is in consistent poverty when they 

earn below the ‘at risk of poverty threshold’ which in Ireland in 2010 was €10,831xcii. The at 

risk of poverty rate in 2010 was 15.8%xcii. 

 

Deprivation rate 

The deprivation rate in Ireland in 2010 was 22.5% compared to 13.8% in 2006 and 17.5% in 

the rest of Europexcii. The deprivation rate refers to the percentage of the population that 

meet three of the eleven deprivation measures, which are considered mandatory to achieve 

a satisfactory quality of life, such as being able to heat your home or afford a telephone.  

Vulnerability and financial pressure 

25% of households ran out of money to pay ordinary bills or buy food at least once between 

2010 and 2011xxiii. For 20% of people in Ireland falling behind with bills was a constant 

struggle. 41% of people reported that keeping up with their bills but struggling to do so from 

time to time. 31% of people reported that they were at a high risk of not being able to cope 

with an unexpected expense of €1,000. 

The gap between rich and poor  

The gini coefficient and the income quintile share ratio both measure income equality.  
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1. The income quintile share ratio: 

The income quintile share ratio is a measure of income equality that compares the 

income of the highest earning 20% of the population with the income of the lowest 

earning 20% of the population. In 2010 the highest earning 20% of the population 

earned 5.3 times that of the lowest earning 20% of the populationxcii. The ratio the 

previous year was 4.2, signifying an increase in income inequalityxcii. 

2. The gini co-efficient: 

A gini co-efficient of 0% reflects equally distributed income in a society. The gini co-

efficient in Ireland in 2010 was 33.9%, a rise of 1.6% on the previous yearxcii.  

The cost of daily life  

The estimated average weekly expenditure for households in 2010 was €810.61, 

representing an increase of 3% since 2005xciii.  

Distribution of household expenditure: 

Commodity Groups 2004/2005 2009/2010 

Miscellaneous goods, 

services and other 

expenditure 

32.2% 31.3% 

Housing 12.0% 18.2% 

Food 18.1% 16.2% 

Transport 15.6% 14.3% 

Fuel and lighter 5.4% 4.9% 

Alcoholic drink and 

tobacco 

6.0% 4.9% 

Household non-durable 

goods 

2.2% 2.0% 

Household durable goods 4.5% 3.7% 

Total 100% 100% 

 



 
 

Page 59 
 

 

Housing  

C- 

Citizens’ priorities:  
1. Quality and condition of housing 

2. Availability of rental housing  

3. Homelessness 

 

There are 1,654,208 private households in Ireland; the average number of people per 

household is 2.7xciv.   

There are 1,994,845 permanent dwellings in Irelandxcv. The majority of Irish people live in 

houses; 39.1% of people in detached houses and 57.6% in semi-detached housesxcvi. People 

in Ireland are the least likely in Europe to live in a flat at only 3.1%, compared to 41.1% in 

Europexcvi. The 2011 Census recorded almost 475,000 households renting their property, a 

big jump from the 323,000 households renting in 2006xcv.   

The majority of travellers (73.3%) live in a house. 18.2% live in a mobile home or caravanxcvii.  

Quality and condition of housing 

The severe housing deprivation rate in Ireland is 0.7%, less than half the European average 

of 2.8%xcviii. The severe housing deprivation rate refers to the percentage of the population 

living in overcrowded conditions as well as having a housing deprivation measure, such as a 

leaking roof, no bath or shower, no indoor toilet or being too dark.  
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12.5% of people in Ireland live in a dwelling with a leaking roof or are living with dampness 

or rot, compared to 16.5 across Europexcix. 0.9% of people in Ireland live in a dwelling that 

has neither a bath nor shower. The European average for people living in accommodation 

without a bath or shower is 3%c.  

The total over-crowding rate in Ireland is 3.6%; this is far below the European average of 

18.7%ci. Overcrowding in densely populated areas (at least 500 inhabitants per km2) while 

higher than the total rate at 5.4% is less than a third of the European average of 18.4%cii. 

Homelessness 

For the first time the 2011 Census attempted to record homelessness in Ireland. On the 

night of the census, April 20th 2011, a total number of 3,808 homeless people were 

accounted for, of which 2,539 were male and 1,269 were femaleciii.  Of these people 3,744 

were in accommodation and 64 were sleeping rough.  

1,581 people recorded having one or more disabilities. 

Health status Numbers reporting status  Percentage 

Very good 1,064 27.94 

Good 1,234 32.41 

Fair 919 24.13 

Bad 207 5.43 

Very bad 53 1.39 

Not stated 331 8.69 

Total 3,808 100 

 

Economic status*  Numbers reporting status  Percentage 

At work 274 8.18 

Looking for first job 99 3.00 

Unemployed 1,287 38.40 

Student 218 6.51 

Homemaker 115 3.43 
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Retired 186 5.55 

Unable to work due to 

permanent sickness or 

disability  

752 22.44 

Other 54 1.61 

Not stated 366 10.92 

Total 3,351 100 

 

*of respondents above the age of 15. 

 

Vacant and unfinished houses  

The number of vacant dwellings more than doubled between 2002 and 2011xcv. Not 

including holiday homes there are 230,056 vacant houses and apartments, a vacancy rate of 

11.5%xcv. 169,427 of these are vacant houses and 61,629 of these are vacant apartments. 

89% (55,055) of vacant apartments are in urban areasxcv.  
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There are 1,770 unfinished housing developments in Ireland, over 1,100 of which are in a 

problematic conditionciv.   

Cost of housing  

The average weekly rent paid to a private landlord was €176 and to a local authority was 

€59cv.  

 

cvi
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